
W I N T E R  2 0 1 7

St. Albert the Great University Parish  •  411 MacInnes Drive  •  Houghton, MI 49931  •  www.mtucatholic.org  •  906-482-5530

ST. ALBERT
The Great
U N I V E R S I T Y  PA R I S H

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: St. Al’s all-nighter statue 
at dawn, moments after it was finished. | Around 
270 people gathered for the second annual Ice 
Mass. | This year’s Ice Mass featured five priests and 
two deacons. | A form being filled on the Ice Chapel.

Pictures of this year’s Winter Carnival, where St. Al’s won first place in the All-
Nighter Statue Competition, Special Events and Overall. To see more pictures 

from Carnival and the Ice Mass visit: mtucatholic.org/carnival2017



We've already been pretty 
busy up here in 2017! Before 
classes started on January 9 we 
had already made the long joy-
ful journey to San Antonio for 
SEEK 2017. The bus ride was truly 
a grace in many ways—but I can’t 
say I’m sad to hear that the na-
tional conference next year will 
be in Chicago!

Just before the New Year we also 
had a great alumni gathering in 
Detroit as the Great Lakes Invita-
tional Hockey Tournament was 
beginning. The hotel even did a 
great job with making fresh pas-
ties for us! We’ll definitely be plan-
ning more alumni events in the 
year ahead.

We’ve been working for weeks 
on our second Ice Chapel of Our 
Lady of the Snows, and the hard 
work has paid off! I was working 
with a big crew recently and we 
were hard at it: shoveling, fill-
ing buckets, and packing them 
into the wall forms. The fifteen 
students working that afternoon 
were a mix of new students and 
established student leaders. As 
we worked I was filled with joy at 
the camaraderie and community 
bonds that were forming before 
my eyes!  

Thank you so much for support-
ing us here at St. Al’s!

THANK YOU  to all who participated in our Christmas Wish List! Due to your 
generosity, in January alone the wish list gifts helped us send dozens of students 
to San Antonio for SEEK (see the facing page) and take nine young men on a 
seminary visit to Detroit. St. Al's receives no regular funding from the diocese 
or the University, so the parish relies in a particular way on the generosity of our 
alumni and other donors for our annual budget.

It was great to see so many students, alumni, and families at our first event at the 
Great Lakes Invitational hockey tournament in Detroit in December. We had 
Mass on the 25th floor of a hotel near the arena, followed by a pasty lunch. We 
will certainly be doing this again at future GLI’s!

Among the more recent development initiatives here is the Senior Class Gift 
project, led by current seniors Miranda Sauter and Michael Best. This project 
encourages graduates to help provide future students with access to a strong 
Catholic community, just as previous alumni provided for them. 
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Alumni Reunion
Fr. Thomas Wantland, 
pastor of St. Al’s from 
1975-1984, plans to be 
in attendance. More 
information at
mtucatholic.org/alumni
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Mark Your Calendar!
Alumni Gatherings 
around the Midwest 
Watch for more 
information soon; email 
rhen@mtucatholic.org to 
organize a gathering in 
your area
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At the St. Al’s gathering before 
the GLI Hockey Tournament



Two full buses and over 30 hours to San Antonio… ONE WAY! Before classes, 
St. Al’s led a group of students from 17 campuses down to the national FOCUS 
conference, SEEK 2017. Once in San Antonio they became part of nearly 13,000 
students from all over the U.S., and the world!

Although the bus ride was pretty exhausting, it was also the place where 33 people 
from St. Al’s were united in fellowship, prayer, and discomfort with groups from 
NMU, LSSU, UW-Oshkosh (where the FOCUS team is led by a St. Al’s alumnus, 
Kyle Hanson), and many others. What was the conference all about? Let’s hear 
from some of the students who went!

“I've struggled a lot the past semester with finding friends that share my same 
values, but what a difference 60 hours on a bus and three great days praising Jesus 
makes! I am so blessed to have gotten to know people [who] are strong both in 
their morals and their faith. I have grown with leaps and bounds in my relation-
ship with Christ!” – ERIN

“It can feel very isolating at times trying to live out our Christian faith, especially 
when we see the world around us. But seeing the thousands of other people who 
are striving to live out their faith in a secular environment of a college campus 
encouraged me to continue to radically live out my faith.”  – JOE

“At SEEK, God showed me just how his immense His love is. Since then, not only 
have I felt more joyful and at peace than before, but I've also become more open 
to His word, giving Him a fraction more of the time He deserves."  – PIERSAN
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This spring I will be directing the 
first ever campus ministry silent 
weekend retreat at Marygrove. 
For years I have been regularly in-
volved in directing retreats, gen-
erally based on the Spiritual Ex-
ercises of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. 
These can be three day, six-day, 
or eight-day silent retreats. These 
are a great gift as the Lord speaks 
to the hearts of those making the 
retreat.

Once a person comes to the re-
treat they discover the silence is 
not hard at all. The days are very 
full with the Liturgy of the Hours, 
Mass, Adoration, and meeting 
with their director (or as I like to 
say, their spiritual companion), as 
well as meals.

The Exercises normally start with 
a reflection on why we exist and 
what great things God has done 
for us. After this we look at our 
sinfulness, reflecting on God's 
great mercy, where we see all as 
gift. Then we pray with Jesus in his 
ministries and teachings and how 
we are sent to continue them. 

The Retreats use Scripture as a ba-
sis. Spending time with Passion/
Resurrection narratives show us 
the infinite love of our God. 

In directing the retreats I receive 
more from God than can be mea-
sured. 

Sister
E L L E N



Before the first FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students, focus.org) team 
even arrived at St. Al’s in 2014, two St. Al’s alumni had already joined the organiza-
tion as missionaries.

CRYSTAL (BUCHANAN) GRUBER, a 2008 bio-
medical engineering grad, entered the Catholic Church 

through the RCIA process at St. Al’s while she was a student. After some time working in indus-
try Crystal applied to FOCUS.

What surprised Crystal most about her experience was, “Just how much trust in the Lord was re-
quired. I was often outside of my comfort zone, and there were many challenges. The challenges 
were worth it, though, and the work was very rewarding.”

KYLE HANSON, a 2012 grad in geological engineering, worked in engineering for a couple of 
years before learning about FOCUS through his wife, who was already a missionary when they 
met. The more he learned about FOCUS the more he felt a call to the work.

One of the things that Kyle has found most surprising about his experience is, “How open people 
are to the Gospel. Many of today’s students have no experience with church or theology, and they 
are curious to learn more if only the invitation is extended to them.”

READ MORE  about Crystal and Kyle’s beautiful stories at mtucatholic.org/blog

Missionaries
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